
Good Wi ll
By Paula Kozbial

There's no one quite like Hilda Rossi. Her enthusi-
asm, enerry and vrtality are evident within seconds
of meeting her. Thouglr she has committed her life
to helping those trying to survive tragedy she has a
true love of life fiat is seen in her easy laughter and
effortless smile. Her spirit is.contagious and maybe

A mothe4 wife and part-time ward aide nurse
at Oakville-Trafalgar Memorial Hospital, Rossi
keeps herself so busy organizing CCARE that
she barely sleeps.

p h o t o g r a p h y  b y  C h a n t a l  A y o t t e

thatbwhy she has accomplished so much in the past
slx yea$.

Rossib path in life took a major tum in 1998 after
her family in La Union, Guatemala made a plea for
help. There and in neiglrbourhgvillages *rouglrout
Guatemala and Central America, Hurricane Mitch
had ripped througlr, destroying villages and ldlling
about 9,000 people while leaving more than one
million homeless. After the call from her family Rossi
sent a cheque to help relief effors, but felt guilgr
about the srnall part she played. So she decided to
see the damage for herself and how she could assist
the most. That was ttre beguming of CCARE, The

Canadian Crntral American Relief Effort, where
Oalo'ille-based Rossi is now creator and director.

Together with her right-hand woman, Rosie
DeBiasi from Mississauga, she made the long trek
to the small village of Timushan, a humble com-
munity in the Merendon Mountains of eastem

Guatemala *ut was hit hardest by
the disaster.

They were shocked by the dev-
astation. Roads and villages were
wiped clean away and people
were dying of starvation and dis-
ease. And even thouglr they saw
misery beyond comprehersion,
they had hope and a vision: That
one day, Timushan would be a
bustling community and a "bridge"

to all neiglrbouring villages.
.Though the disaster was over,

the people were only starting to
rebuild their lives. Without our
he$, they cant do it. They dont
have hope. We are their hope,"
sals Rossi.

During their shon visit, the
two friends were able to help
build five cement block homes
- homes that were an immeasur-
able improvement over the meage
one-room dirt-floor wooden hus
with banana leaf roofs to which the
people had grown accustomed.

When Rossi and DeBiasi
retumed to Canada, they formed
a humaniurian organization and
began canvassing for donations.

"Our mandate is to work on
health, education, reconstruction
and commnity development
initiarives, leading toward a self-

sustainable community" o<plains Rossi.
Withno pamptrlets orwrittenmaterial and armed

only with a strong belief and strength of charac-
ter, Rossi iiterally knocked on doors and stopped
people in their uaclis. The Crossroads Family of
Ministries made a $ 10,000 donation in that first year.
Rossib passion was cited as the ministerb reason for
believing in this one woman who wanted to make a
difference.

Rossi laughs when she recalls moments when
people have told her *r,at they dont have time to
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